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NEWS BITS
Food for Thought
Do you have a question about
food or nutrition? Just call the
Nutrition Hotline at 901/678-3104, a
free service. Graduate students in the
clinical nutrition program of the
Department of Consumer Science and
Education will answer your questions
immediately, if possible; if not, they'll
research your question and call you
back.
An answering machine will take
messages after hours, and volunteers
will respond to the messages as soon
as possible. The hotline is supported
by the Memphis District Dietetic
Association and the Memphis Area
Nutrition Council.
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When in China
Tennessee Gov. Don Sundquist visited campus to announce the addition of $15 million
to his 1998-99 budget for the new Federal Express Business Information Science
Center and $11.5 million for renovation of the University's old library building. Giving
interviews to the press are {from left) Lt. Gov. John Wilder (LLB '58), Sundquist and
House Speaker Jimmy Naifeh . FedEx is contributing $5 million for the Federal Express
Center, which will house business technology classrooms, laboratories and space for
video conferencing and meetings. The building will be constructed at the southeast corner of the existing Fogelman College of Business and Economics. The other project will
convert the University's old library and 12-story tower into a student services center
housing enrollment, the bursar's office, a counseling center and space for funded
research projects. {Photo by Don Reber)

Instant Gratification

Tigers, Lady Tigers Pounce

Dr. James C. Wetherbe, who
holds the FedEx Chair of Excellence
in Management Information, contributed $100,000 to the Fogelman
College of Business and Economics.
Faculty, staff and students will
be eligible for on-the-spot recognition, accompanied by cash, merchandise certificates or theatre or
concert tickets. Wetherbe's gift will
also provide an endowment to support the award program. "It's tough
being an administrator at a university, because you don't have money
to do things like this," said
Wetherbe, who is also head of the
FedEx Center for Cycle Time
Research. "My intent is to provide
discretionary money to reward people on the spot for outstanding performance."

The University's basketball
teams completed successful campaigns with each earning trips to
postseason play.
The Lady Tigers won
Conference USA's regular season
and conference tournament championships and took their fourth
straight trip to the NCAA tournament, where they lost a first-round
game to Youngstown State. Junior
Tamika Whitmore was named
C-USAPlayer of the Year after leading the Lady Tigers to a 22-8 mark.
The men won Conference USA's
National Division in Coach Tic
Price's first season, finishing the
year with a 17-12 overall record.
The Tigers proceeded to the NIT,
blasting Ball State in a first-round
game at The Pyramid before falling
to Fresno State in the second round
on a controversial last-second shot.

Provost J. Ivan Legg visited
China during spring semester to
inaugurate a Chinese-English
language partnership with schools
in Shenzhen. Twelve students from
The U of M's English as a Second
Language program will spend as long
as a year in China's fastest-growing
economic center, teaching English
and studying beginning or intermediate Chinese. The U of M was chosen
for the partnership largely on the
basis of the University's experience
with Chinese-U.S. educational
exchange programs.

under his leadership, achieved a
strong academic reputation and
stability.

Fulbright Fellows
Dr. Max Garzon, a professor of
mathematical sciences, has been
selected for a Fulbright Fellowship in
Chile this year. Garzon, who is developing ways to use DNA to perform
complicated calculations, is the third
Fulbright fellow from The U of M in
the past year. Dr. Paul Rydelek, an
associate professor at the Center for
Earthquake Research and
Information, is conducting research
at the University of Karlsruhe in
Germany under a fellowship that
began in September. A former visiting
professor, Marcia A. Kupfer, who held
the Dorothy K. Hohenberg Chair of
Excellence in Art History last year, is
also completing a Fulbright
Fellowship in Paris.

The Education Foundation of the
Society of Manufacturing Engineers
awarded a $181,069 grant to The
U of M for its engineering technology
program. With this cash and computer software award, the University has
received more than $1.77 million
from the foundation during the past
eight years. The grants benefit the
manufacturing technology, architectural technology, computer engineering technology and electrical
engineering technology programs.

Genocide Web Page
A World Wide Web page for students and scholars studying genocide
has been established by the Department of Criminology and Criminal
Justice. The Genocide Web Page was
introduced at the 49th anniversary of
the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by the
United Nations General Assembly.
The Web page is: http: I I www.
people. memphis.edu I - genocide.

BSAward

UMS Awards
The University of Memphis
Society named Willard R. Sparks
recipient of its Walter A. Barret
Distinguished Service Award and
Joseph A. Clayton its honoree as
Educator of the Year.
Sparks is founder and chairman
of the board of Sparks Companies
Inc., an agricultural research and
consulting firm. He is also part-owner
ofRefco Inc., a registered futures
commission merchant, and partowner of Vining-Sparks IBG, an
NASD-registered general securities
firm . His other businesses include
Sparks Farming Inc. and Cattlco Inc.
Clayton (BS '54, MA '62) is president emeritus of the Briarcrest
Christian School System which,

Granted

The University of Memphis Art Museum's
catalogue A Mouthful of Words: Lesley
Dill won the Gold Award and Best of
Show in a publication design competition
sponsored by the Southeastern Museums
Conference. Designed by U of Mgraduate assistant Mary Finn-Sorrentino, the
catalogue accompanied a collaborative
project by the same name that was held
at the museum. The publication features
photos of Dill's work by David Horan of
the Department of Art. The books were
"bound" on home sewing machines to
reflect the hand-sewing on the works in
the exhibition.

State Rep. Lois DeBerry is the
1998 recipient of the Authur S.
Holmon Lifetime Achievement Award
by the University's Black Student
Association. A Memphis Democrat
who represents District 91, DeBerry
in 1972 became the first black woman
elected to serve Memphis in the
General Assembly and only the second woman in Tennessee to serve in
that body. With her election as speaker pro tempore of the state House of
Representatives in 1986, she also
became the first black and the first
woman to hold that position.

Dollars for Scholars
The Tennessee Bar Foundation
has awarded $1,500 to the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law to be used
for a scholarship. This stipend is the
third the law school has received
from the foundation. The scholarship is primarily intended to assist
students who plan to pursue public
interest law, as well as to encourage
3
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minority student representation
among the student body.

ate students and 4 74 law students.
The University's six off-campus sites
in Shelby County, plus the centers in
Jackson, Dyersburg and Covington,
Tenn., had an enrollment of 1,761.
Many of the students who enrolled in
off-campus courses also attended oncampus classes.

Lest We Forget
The Holocaust and the founding
of the modern state oflsrael were the
subjects of a campus conference at
the Fogelman Executive Center.
Aimed at high school and college educators, a series of workshops, panel
discussions and lectures examined
the relationship between Israel and
the Holocaust, the problems associated with moving from exile to a Jewish
homeland, and the implications of
those issues for the future oflsrael
and the world.

Sound Investment

Crime Busters
Crime on campus dropped by
more than 21 percent during 1997,
according to figures released by the
director of public safety. It was the
second straight year for significant
decreases in crime at The U of M. The
University has one of the safest college campuses in Tennessee, according to statistics compiled by the
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation.

Dr. Thomas G. Carpenter (BS '49) and his wife Oneida (BS '49) visited campus when
the University named the student apartments between Poplar and Central after its former president. Carpenter served from 1980 to 1991 as the institution's ninth president.
His tenure was marked by a rise in the University's national reputation, its increased
stature as a research university and the beginning of its role as a service-oriented
urban university. He also oversaw creation of the General Education program. Under
Carpenter's leadership, the University's endowment rose from $1 O million to more than
$50 million , due in part to the establishment of 20 academic Chairs of Excellence and
three Centers of Excellence. (Photo by Don Reber)

A group of U of M finance students will have a chance to test their
investment skills this year with a
$100,000 stake provided by the
Tennessee Valley Authority.
The TVA is making almost $2
million available to 18 universities
across the Tennessee Valley in a program called the TVA Investment
Challenge. Business and finance students from the schools will match
their performances against professional investment managers. The U of
M Finance Club is also participating
in an investment challenge established by Oak Associates, a mutual
fund that has provided $50,000 for
the students to manage.

Headed for HUD
Brain Power

U NIVERSITY OF

MEM PHIS

ATHLETIC A D M INIST RATION B UILDING ADDITION

Six million dollars has been raised for an $8 million Athletic Capital Campaign project to renovate the Athletic Administration Building on Normal and Southern and the
Athletic Training Center on South Campus, and add a new basketball court to the new
practice facility for men's basketball, to be built at Spottswood and Echles.
The $6 million donation is the largest to the athletic program in the school 's history.
Athletic Director R.C. Johnson, former Shelby County mayor Bill Morris and FedEx chair
and CEO Fred Smith spearheaded the fund-raising campaign , which includes donations
from about 20 contributors.
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Members of The University of
Memphis tennis teams and women's
golf squad led Tiger athletes in classroom performance during 1997.
Coach Debby King's Lady Tiger
golfers, Charlotte Peterson's (BS '72,
MEd '74) women's tennis team and
Tommy Buford's men's tennis team
were honored for achieving the highest grade-point averages last year.
Tiger athletes posted their highest
overall GPAs in the past 12 years.
Seventy-five men and women gained
admittance to the Tiger Academic 30,
made up of those who achieved the 30
highest grade-point averages of all
Tiger athletes.

Enrollment Up
Enrollment for the 1998 spring
semester at The U of M was up 2.3
percent-to 18,499-over 1997 totals.
The spring enrollment total included
13,686 undergraduates, 4,339 gradu-

Dr. David Cox, a professor of
political science who specializes in

public administration, has been
appointed to a high policy and
research post in the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development.
Cox will direct the Office of
University Partnerships, which
serves as a liaison between HUD and
higher education institutions that are
involved in research and service projects in the nation's cities.

Aristotle Lives
The National Endowment for the
Humanities has awarded a fellowship
to Dr. Timothy Roche, associate professor of philosophy, to write a book
on Aristotle's moral philosophy. The
book will focus on the development of
Aristotle's thinking about ethics. Dr.
Nancy Simco, chair of philosophy,
said the NEH awards only two or
three such fellowships a year.

I Have a Dream
The legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. was celebrated on The
U of M campus during a national
conference in April. Former NAACP
Executive Director Benjamin Hooks
and retired U.S. District Judge
Robert M. McRae, who ordered racial
integration of Memphis City Schools

in 1972, were among guest speakers
for the four-day event.
Panel discussions, student dialogue groups, a unity luncheon, presentation of the University's annual
human rights awards and a town hall
meeting were among the conference's
offerings.

Oops!
On page 12 in the winter 1998
University of Memphis Magazine,
Barry Barclay (BA '94) should have
been identified as cinematographer of
the student film Imprint.

Take it to the Max
An exhibit at The University of
Memphis Art Museum has won a
First Tennessee Bravo Award, given
to outstanding art projects in
Memphis. "Max: 98" is to be an annual exhibition of regional contemporary art curated by a major national
art writer and curator. The venture is
a collaboration between the
University and Delta Axis contemporary arts center. Curated by Kim
Levin of New York, "Max: 98" may be
seen May 30-July 25. The Art
Museum is open Mondays through
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The University of Memphis honored former president Billy Mac
Jones (shown at left with current
President V. Lane Rawlins) by
naming the University's
advancement building in his
honor in January. Dr. Jones
served from 1973 to 1980 as the
institution's eighth president. His
tenure was marked by strides in
community outreach, as extensive continuing education programs were established and
advancement and alumni activities were expanded. (Photo by
Don Reber)
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guys don't know me from Adam," recalls
Detterline. "They're complete strangers, and
they're putting their lives on the line to come
out and get my partner and me."
In 1982, after finishing his master's
degree, Detterline enrolled in the University's
Park Ranger Training Program. He then
earned a doctorate in biology and began a
career with the National Park Service. "The
Park Ranger Training Program is one of The
University of Memphis' claims to fame,"
Detterline observes. "If you go around the
country in the National Park Service, many
of the 375 units have Memphis graduates as
part of their work force."

W

elcome to the world of Jim
Detterline (MS '82, PhD '89),
whose passion is mountain
climbing and whose delight is a
successful rescue. "My telephone number's
911," says Detterline, who
relaxes by curling up with the
latest issue of North American
Accidents in Mountaineering
magazine. Known as "Mr. Longs
Peak," Detterline knows every

•:fftie a had rescue, where lhtiuF; are
7miu/ wronr and,!l~e 70I lo make ,,;en.ye oul

o/i!. ,fjeefil.~· somelhin7 where Jean

really make a rfi/jerence. "
trail and crevice of the 14,256-foot mountain
he patrols at Rocky Mountain National Park
in Colorado. Since 1984, he has participated
in almost 600 rescues in South America,
Africa and the United States, where he has
gained the respect and gratitude of tourists,
climbers and other rangers.
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Detterline's interest in rescues began
during a death-defying climb in 1980. A master's candidate at The University of
Memphis, he took a summer vacation to
Wyoming, where he and a friend began the
torturous ascent of the Grand
Teton's north face. Five hundred
feet from the summit, they were
assailed by a violent storm. For the
next five nights, they clung to a
tiny ledge, sharing a sandwich and
a sleeping bag in the midst of sleet,
rain, snow and lightning. A refrigerator-sized boulder hurtled past
Detterline, missing him by inches.
Finally six rangers jumped out of a
helicopter and pulled the climbers
to the summit. The party spent
another arduous day descending
the slippery mountain. Members of
the rescue team were presented
the Department oflnterior's Medal of Valor, a
designation Detterline would one day receive,
as well.
"I'm probably the first person ever to
have both caused and received the Medal of
Valor," quips Detterline.
That experience changed the young
man's outlook and career aspirations. "These

Arriving at Horseshoe Falls, Detterline
evaluates the situation. Rena Worth has
been swept into the midst of the raging
river. She hangs onto a rock while white
water-fed from the snow fields upriverpulses over her shoulders. Sucked into the
flow while attempting a rescue, Todd Worth
has miraculously landed on the same rock
as his wife. If they fall the 75 feet to the bottom of the falls, the couple will be trapped in

originated," recalls Detterline, who will climb
almost anything-even frozen waterfalls.
Sometimes his skills are tested by the
sheer stupidity of others. While Detterline
was searching for an avalanche victim one
day, a television news helicopter filming the
event flew too close to Longs Peak. Hearing a
monstrous roar, Detterline looked up to see a
wall of snow crashing toward him. "I got literally ripped off my feet; the next thing I knew
I was tumbling at 33 feet per second
squared," recalls Detterline. "Snow was going
into every pore and orifice ofmy body. I'd
been in a number of avalanches, but nothing
quite this serious. I swam to the top and
swung my ice ax and-Boom!-1 hit the wall
and caught a crack in the rock and hung on.
The rest ofit crashed down another 1,500
feet." Later, the television station tried to
charge Detterline $55 for a videotape of the
avalanche, which had been broadcast on the
evening news. "They nearly killed me, but
they wanted me to pay for a tape?" he asks
indignantly. "I was put out by that, and so I
never got to see it."

':ff rou 90 around /h_p counlrr in /he ,M!tonal :]J,.1: ckrnice, manr of !he 3 75
unik have Jffemphis
a plunge pool and drown.
The victims have been in the water tor
40 minutes. Detterline sees the look of death
in their eyes. Knowing he must move quickly, he grasps a rope and climbs into the turbulent waterfall. Within a few feet of the
victims, Detterline finds a stable stance.
"We can't hold on any longer. We're gonna
jump!" yells the man.

Detterline, a lithe man with the grace of
a dancer, enthusiastically leaps around the
room when discussing his avocation. A native
of the Pennsylvania coal regions, he was
introduced to hiking, backpacking and water
sports as a child during family camping trips.
"My first mountains were slag heaps and my
first rivers were bright orange from the acid
flowing out of the mine shafts where they

THE UN I VE R S IT Y OF M E M P HI S
SPRING 1998

9raduales as JJarl of /heir work force. "
As the couple jump off the waterfall,
Detterline catches them with his long right
arm. His left bicep rips as he hangs onto a
rocky hold underwater. With a rush of
adrenaline, the ranger heaves the Worths to
shore, where rescuer and victims fall into a
heap, gasping for breath. Todd Worth asks
Detterline if Rena has survived. "Give me
your hand," replies Detterline. Placing
Todd's numbed hand into Rena's, Detterline
says, "That's her. She's okay."

Every rescue is a new mental as well as
physical challenge, says Detterline, who
supervises a staff of climbing rangers and
volunteers. Because he has participated in so
many rescues, Detterline remains calm-but
not complacent-when under stress. "I still
take each and every rescue as seriously as I

took the first one," he says. "But I like a bad rescue, where things are going wrong and I've got to
make sense out of it. I feel it's something where I
can really make a difference. I've got to go in and
make split-second decisions and figure out how to
make that situation better."
One October, Detterline's improvisational
skills were tested. A hiker had been blown off
Longs Peak and had a depressed skull fracture
and other serious injuries. Winds at the summit
were approaching 100 miles an hour. "The h elicopter pilot had the throttle open all the way. He
was facing into the wind and not going anywhere.
He said, 'I can't land. You're going to have to
jump."' When Detterline leapt onto the peak, the
oxygen regulator in his medical pack broke. The
weather precluded additional air support, so he
and a couple of colleagues had to mobilize
bystanders to help rescue the victim. For the next
12 hours, the rangers and a handful of volunteers
struggled to transport the climber to the east side
of the mountain. At one point, a woman in the
team was picked up by the wind and flung into a
pile of rocks .
At a 2 a.m. rest stop, Detterline turned to the
group and said, "I realize you are volunteering.
Our backup won't be here for at least another
hour. I know you're tired and you've gotten him
this far. You've done much more than I've ever
expected. If you'd like to leave, you can." Without
a word, the group arose and hoisted the litter. "It
was one of the most beautiful things I'd seen,"
recalls Detterline. "Most of them were volunteer s.
Only a few were actually members ofmy team."
The victim survived.
Because the Worths have been in the water
for so long, their body temperature has dropped,
placing them in danger of cardiac arrest. After
treating the couple for hypothermia, Detterllne
and other rescuers lower them to the road, where
two helicopters land to take them to the hospital.
When checking his victims' pulse, Detterline discovers the rushing water has torn the watch from
his arm.

Not all rescues have a happy ending, admits
Detterline. "I was about two feet away one time
when I saw a man just blow it and fall 400 feet ,"
he recalls sadly. But the triumphs outweigh the
defeats. "My work is very satisfying," says
Detterline. "I love the diversity. I get to do climbing, yet I still get to do the biology. I get plenty of
contact with people, yet there are some days wh en
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Snakebites. Machete wounds. Tuberculosis. Patients

e

covered with flies. We aren't in Memphis any more!
Seven U of M student nurses put their training to the test.

C

I might not see a person at all. I get to do h ardcore rescue stuff, yet I also get to stop by the trailside and talk to a child about the difference
between the least chipmunk and the golden
ground squirrel."
Detterline h as a few mementos tu cked away
at home-reminders of tourist s he h as rescued. On
a sh elf in his den sits a small stone inscribed with
a bear, a symbol of strength to Nati ve Americans.
A woman Detterline saved presented the symbol
to him as a token of gratitude after sh e had suffered h ead and neck injuries in a h orseback riding
accident. But Detterline warns trainees they
should never expect tha nks from victims, wh o are
often embarrassed about the incidents . "You may
not h ear from them again, but you know the victims a re gr ateful ," h e explains. "You r job h as simply been to h elp that per son . You're the a ngel wh o
got sent down at t ha t mom ent. Just doing the job
is the thanks."

hristine Biggs recalls the oppressive heat,
the insects, the questionable water and the
occasional snake. Then there was the outdated medical equipment and the primitive housing.
"I'd go back in a minute," says Biggs (BSN '97 ).
"I had a great time."
Biggs was one of seven Loewenberg School of
Nursing students who spent a month working in
the Central American nation of Belize last summer. The undergraduates were accompanied by an
audiologist, a graduate student in nutrition and a
nursing instructor.
The project wasn't intended to be a pleasure
jaunt. "I saw it as an opportunity to do something
unbelievable ...to help people and to learn," Biggs
explains.
The trip was conceived in 1995 when Dr. Toni
Bargagliotti, the Loewenberg School's dean, met
with Elizabeth Thomas, supervising nurse clinician, for a faculty evaluation. "She asked me about
my goals," says Thomas. "That got me thinking
about things I really wanted to do. I had always
wanted to take our students on a mission, but it
had never gone beyond thinking about it."

The day after their ordeal, the Worths search
for Detterline to thank him for saving their lives.
For his heroism, Detterline is awarded the Medal
of Valor by Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the
Interior. He places the award on a shelf in his
home-next to a very small carving of a bear.
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Curious San Ignacio school children
climb the hill to a public clinic, where
U of M students are testing the hearing of Belizean citizens.
SPRING 1998

Nursing students (from
left) Shelley Hood,
Angela Tribble and
Christine Biggs visit a
local classroom to provide health screenings.
Other University of
Memphis students who
traveled to Belize for the
project were Dayton
Blake, Janice Padgett,
Becky Thompson and
Mary Ann Wittber.

shortages. Hospital patients supplied their own bed
linens. Because no fetal heart monitors were available
in the maternity wards, nurses and physicians used
stethoscopes and paper cones to listen to fetal heartbeats during labor.
"We went to one house," Biggs says, "and the
nurse we were working with warned us that it was
a bad case. We didn't know what we were going to
see." The nurses were visiting a 19-year-old man
with permanent injuries resulting from an
accident. "He was on a cot in the corner, covered with

The students quickly
learned to improvise
when faced with primitive
conditions. Dayton Blake
(below) weighs a child on
a fish scale.

Thomas originally considered taking some
student nurses to Appalachia to work in a community clinic, but then she talked to Dr. Robin Roach
(BS '76), an associate professor who teaches nutrition in the College of Education. Roach, who h ad
traveled to Belize on a Fulbright Fellowship,
described the poverty and the need for modern medical care. She served as a link between the nursing
faculty and the Belize School of Nursing, which
agreed to allow as many as 10 U of M students to
work with Belizean public health nurses in three
rural community clinics.
Fourteen students signed up for the trip, but
the list was trimmed to those who had completed
courses in adult health and child health nursing as
well as a community nursing course. Thomas also
recruited audiologist Loretta Coltharp (MA '81) and
Pamela Legowski, a graduate student in nutrition.
Coltharp became the first audiologist to practice in
Belize.
This was no free trip to a tropical paradise. All
participants paid their own transportation costs and
purchased their food from local markets. The students
typically spent about $1,600 to $1,800 for the monthlong trip.
The delegation took several hundred pounds of
medical supplies donated by Memphis-area health
clinics. Biggs was surprised by the group's reception
at the Belize City airport. "I expected some prob-
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lems because of all the medical supplies we had, but
they walked us right
through customs without
any trouble ," she says. The
Belize School of Nursing
had prepared the customs
agents for the medical supplies and equipment.
The student nurses
spent two days in Belize City
before setting out for their
rural assignments. Biggs and
two other students went to
San Ignacio in the Cayo
District along the BelizeGuatemala border to the west
of Belize City. Other students
went to Belmopan, the nation's capital, and Dangriga,
on the coast south of Belize City.
"It was unbelievable how little the people had,"
Biggs says. Formerly known as British Honduras,
Belize is a tiny nation about the size of West
Tennessee with a population of about 214,000 and a
per capita income ofless than $2,900. Only about onethird of the country's roads are paved.
The U of M students worked in rural clinics
and communities with public health nurses who were
often confronted with supply and equipment
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The only hospital in the Dangriga district, this facility lacks window
screens; thus, patients must endure mosquitoes, salamanders,
and iguanas that skitter along interior walls.

flies and bed sores," Biggs recalls. "The nurse made
sure he was getting care, and that was all we could
do."
Biggs and Shelley Hood rented a log cabin for
their stay in San Ignacio. "It was clean and we had a
shower," Biggs says. "It wasn't hot water, but it was a
shower."
A typical day for Biggs and Hood began at 7:30
a.m. After breakfast, they walked more than two
and one-half miles to the clinic, carrying a fivegallon jug of water. "It was hot," Biggs says. "By the
time we arrived at the clinic we would be soaked
with sweat."
Long lines of pregnant women, many accompanied by children, lined up for examinations along
with people suffering from a variety of ailments ranging from snakebite and machete wounds to tuberculosis. "We saw several cases of TB," Biggs says. "We
don't see much of that in Memphis."
The U of M student nurses were treated with
great respect. "We wore white uniforms and people
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thought we were doctors," Biggs says. "They would
call out, 'Hey Doc,' as we passed."
During the afternoon, the nurses were driven to
nearby villages where they worked with Belizean
nurses providing prenatal examinations for pregnant women, sewing up cuts and immunizing small
children. "We weighed the kids on a meat scale, and
we did immunizations outside under the trees,"
Biggs explains. The nurses encountered many
wounds that refused to heal properly because of the
tropical heat and humidity. They often saw demonstrations of primitive remedies that worked. "One
woman had a bad cut on her knee that wouldn't heal.
She grated papaya in the wound; that helped heal it,"
Biggs says.
Hospital staffs had to make do with few modern
devices such as electronic thermometers and respirators. Most patients shared large rooms with as many
as a dozen people, and women walked back to their
beds only minutes after giving birth in the labor
room.
In the United States, newborns are frequently
placed under ultraviolet lamps to treat jaundice.
"Where we were, they didn't have the ultraviolet
lights, so they used a regular florescent light,"
Biggs says. "They have to make do with what they
have."
The experience was both educational and eyeopening for the U of M students, Biggs says. "[The
Belizean nurses] have so little,'' she says. "I couldn't
believe how much care they gave their patients with
so little equipment and medical supplies."
The trip was important for the student
nurses, says Bargagliotti, who would like to see all
her students have similar experiences. Nursing
doesn't always mean working with modern equipment and plenty of medicines and supplies,
Bargagliotti says. "It's incredibly important to have
students practice in a different cult.u re,'' she observes.
"To be immersed in a different culture gives them a
totally different perspective. They get an understanding that there may be different ways to provide
patient care."
The trip to Central America was not intended
only as a chance for observation, the dean says. "It's
more than that. Living in Belizean housing, working
with Belizean nurses, eating Belizean food and actually working in the Belizean health care system was
the critical piece of this puzzle,'' Bargagliotti explains.
"It's humbling to see how much they do with so little
and how little we do with so much, and it was important that they have that experience."
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avid Comptonis life has been filled with danger,
political intrigue, espionage, sex and violence
since he earned an M.B.A. at The University of
Memphis.
It's·a career that has allowed him to travel
widely on three confinents, given him a home in
Ireland and yielded a substantial income.
Oh, yes-Compton (MBA '85) only writes
about dangep,.and intrigue and sex.
---eleased in January, his action-packed spy
thriller Executive Sanction is in bookstores coast
to coast. Earlier published in hardcover as The
Acolyte, the novel has been praised by
Publisher's Weekly for its "lickety-split pacing"
and its "high concept and cinematic execution."
Compton sold film rights for the book to
Touchstone Pictures. Currently completing the
second novel in a three-book contract, he has
also written two screenplays for German television. He has an agent in New York, another in
London and a third in Hollywood. For a
fledgling author, Compton is poised on the
edge of fame.

A self-taught writer, Compton has taken
a circuitous route to a literary career. After
attending a year of law school at Emory
University, he traveled to Scotland, where he
studied at the University of St. Andrews and met
his future wife, Mary Katherine, who was also
doing postgraduate work. Compton abandoned
his legal education and moved to Memphis,
where he completed a master's degree at The
U of M and landed marketing positions first at
Plough Inc. and later at Kraft General Foods. In
1993, he and his wife moved to Oxford, Miss.,
where she began doctoral work in English and he
took a position as vice president of a marketresearch firm.
For some time, Compton had been contemplating writing a novel. Aware that he had no
fiction-writing experience, he devised a method
for learning the craft. "I'd take maybe the first
third of a successful novel and outline it-just to
see what the flow was," Compton recalls. "There
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are a lot of good books written on the subject of
writing. I read those and outlined those, as well."
But it wasn't until he attended church one
Sunday morning in Oxford that inspiration
struck.
"It's a bit of a cliche," says Compton, "but I
sat down behind (John) Grisham. He's a real person, in flesh and blood. Here's a guy who wrote a
book and was successful. So the next week I just
started cranking on the book at nights."
For the next six months, Compton worked
during the day at the market-research firm and
wrote fiction for four hours a night. With the
rough draft completed, he sent query letters to a
dozen literary agents in New York, one of whom
agreed to work with him. After a few more revisions to the book, Touchstone Pictures, a
division of Disney, bought the movie rights for
$600,000, and Simon & Schuster bought the
novel for an undisclosed amount. Since that
time, the book has been sold again to paperback
publisher Dutton, and given a new title. "The
market for hardbacks is totally different than
for paperbacks," Compton explains. "Dutton
wanted to put their own spin on it and that was
fine with me."

what's in the book is actually what happens as
far as the telephone calls and meetings and the
bizarre psychological testing."

In contrast to his frenzied protagonist,
Compton lives a rather bucolic life in a small,
Irish community-a "remote location where the
tour buses can't get to." While he cranks out his
next book, Mary Katherine is writing her dissertation and Sarah, their 8-year-old daughter, is
becoming fluent in Gaelic. Compton says the
international move was prompted by several factors, including Ireland's artist-friendly tax laws

Praised by Grisham for its "layers of
suspense, unrestrained tension, and a wicked
plot," Executive Sanction is a fast-paced novel
about Greer Whitaker, an idealistic conservative
who believes he has been recruited by the CIA
for a top-secret operation. Unjustly accused of
murder, he races to uncover a conspiracy that
threatens the nation's economic security. The
intricate plot weaves harrowing chase sequences,
imaginative violence and neo-nationalism with
daring escapes, two love affairs and political
skullduggery.
Compton gleaned ideas and settings for
much of Executive Sanction during extensive
travel in Europe, California and Mexico. The
author admits some events in the novel were
drawn from personal experience. "I once interviewed with the CIA," Compton says. "A lot of
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and its top-notch educational system. "We just
decided to go," Compton says. "We didn't know
where we were going. We set a date and sold the
house and sold the boat and sold the car and put
everything into storage. We didn't know or care
what part of Ireland-we just wanted an interesting place to live and a good place for our daughter."

During a brief trip to Tennessee in
January, Compton visited his parents in Cordova
and conducted research for his next book, a legalpolitical Mafia thriller set in Nashville and
Washington, D.C . During his stint in Nashville,
he interviewed U .S. marshals, toured the governor's residence and interviewed first lady Martha
Sundquist. In Memphis, he visited attorneys and
federal judges. "I asked them factual questions
about the law," Compton says. "I also asked them
about hypothetical situations. With a thriller,
high-concept book, you're pushing the boundaries
of the law, and you're telling stories about things
that don't come up every day. I had a tour of
judges' chambers and other places the public usually doesn't see. I'm not a lawyer, but it's important to me that the legal stuff I write about is
correct."
The final draft for that book-tentatively
titled Impaired Judgment-is due to the publisher July 1, with publication slated for 1999.
Compton typically produces 10 typed pages a day
when he's writing a draft, which means a book
can be written in eight weeks. "The revisions take
much longer than the writing does ," Compton
says. "I go through various types of revision
where I move chapters around and pull out huge
hunks and add in big sections. Then I go through
many, many rounds of just wordsmithing and
going beginning to end and rewriting. It takes a
long time to do that."
The Wall Street Journal has dubbed Compton
a "star in the making." This University of
Memphis graduate is determined to make that
prediction a reality.
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he specific moment Elliot Perry "arrived" in
the NBA may have been a game two seasons
ago when the Phoenix Suns were playing the
Orlando Magic in a nip-and-tuck contest.
With time running out, Magic guard Anfernee

By overcoming adversity, the Tigers' second all-time leading
scorer has worked his way from the minor leagues to the NBA.
H ardaway ('93), also a former Tiger and considered
by many the heir-apparent to Michael Jordan, fouled
Perry (BBA '91 ) with two seconds remaining. With
the game on the line, Perry sank two free throws to
lift the Suns to an important win.
"Without a doubt, that was my best moment in
the NBA," Perry recalls. "It was very special to me:

partly because it was Hardaway; partly because we
won the game."
And maybe partly that Perry, who like Hardaway
played at Memphis Treadwell High School, had to
scratch and claw for entry to the NBA, unlike his former teammate.
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BY GREG RUSSELL
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Former Tiger Elliot
Perry labored for
much of three seasons before landing a
permanent job in the
NBA. Now the 6-0
guard is one of the
most recognizable
players in the league
because of his
lightning-quick play
and his knee-high
socks. (Photo by
Gary Dineen;
courtesy of NBA
Photos)

points a game as a senior at The U ofM, also follows the Tiger program. "I watch them on TV every
time they are on," he says. It was Perry who led the
Tigers to one of their most memorable victories, a
battle with Louisville in which the Tigers grabbed a
24-0 lead on national television.
Perry says he will continue to play in the NBA
as long as his health allows and he enjoys the
game. "I plan to keep playing until I start feeling
that this is a job; that is to say when I start feeling
sluggish and don't want to come to practice anymore," observes Perry. "Or when I don't care if we
win or lose. I don't want to be in it if I am miserable, just for the money."
For a player who once won a game with
the clock ticking down, Perry's NBA future
looks timeless.

Since leaving as the Tiger's second all-time
leading scorer with 2,209 points following his
senior season in 1991, much of Perry's career has
been a struggle: a series of ups and downs.
Despite being picked in the second round of
the 1991 NBA draft-he was waived after only 10
games-Perry spent much of his first two seasons
playing in the Continental Basketball Association,
a minor league consisting of NBA hopefuls. And it
didn't take his critics long to come calling. "I

Perry turned in a stellar career as a Tiger, averaging 20.8 points a game his senior
season to lead the Metro Conference in scoring. He finished his 1987-91 college
career as the Tigers' second all-time leading scorer. (Photo by Phyliss Massey)
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heard the people who were saying, 'You aren't
going to make it in the league because of your size;
maybe now is the time to give it up or go in a new
direction,"' says Perry.
"This was a point in my career where I was
down a bit and frustrated," he points out. "But the
key for me was to keep a good attitude, keep working hard and most importantly to keep the faith.
Playing in the NBA has always been a dream and
I wasn't going to give up on it that easily."
It was another player's misfortune that eventually gave Perry his big break. When Phoenix
starting point guard Kevin Johnson succumbed to
an injury midway into the 1993-94 season, the
Suns signed Perry to two 10-game contracts. Perry
seized the opportunity, possibly his last shot at the
NBA. The 6-0 point guard performed well beyond
the Suns' expectations and was rewarded by being
signed for the remainder of the year.
The following season, Perry, three years of out
of college, established himself as a bona fide NBA
player when he became the Suns' starting point
guard. He finished the 1995 season eighth in the
league in steals, 18th in field goal percentage and
27th in assists as the Suns won the Pacific
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South.
When not on the court, the former Tiger standout enjoys acquiring the work of black painters. "I
started collecting four years ago," he explains. "I try
to find the best deal-paying the least price-and
then have the work appraised at way above what I
paid for it. That is the fun part." Another of his
favorite pastimes is bowling, often with former
Tiger teammate Dr. Steve Ballard (BA '89).
Perry, who averaged a conference-leading 20.8

SPRING 1998

(Photo by Andrew D. Bernstein ;
courtesy of NBA Photos}
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Perry says he will continue to play in the NBA
as long as his health allows and he enjoys the
game. "I plan to keep playing until I start feeling
that this is a job; that is to say when I start feeling
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A groundbreaking report by the
Center for Research on Women is
helping to define the urban problems
that divide Memphis and providing
data to formulate solutions.

BY SUSAN MILNER
The city of Memphis reflects a contemporary paradox of black and white, rich and poor.
It thrives as a major distribution center with
diverse cultural amenities and renowned medical facilities . But its rates of poverty, unemployment and crime exceed national averages.
So Memphis remains a city which, like the
blues on Beale Street, often echoes a somber
song.
For women especially, the urban problems
of this community impact greatly on their lives,
says Dr. Martha A. Schmidt, lead researcher
and author of a recent study that presents a
somewhat grim picture of women in Memphis
and Shelby County. The project, Profiles: A
Report on the Women and Girls of Greater
Memphis, draws primarily from 1990 U.S.
Census data but also includes information from
local organizations and governmental agencies.
A cooperative effort of the Center for Research
on Women and the Women's Foundation of
Greater Memphis, the study was funded by the
Assisi Foundation of Memphis and the
Partnership for Women's and Children's
Health. Research for the report was carried out
by a team of sociology faculty and graduate students led by Schmidt.
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that some patterns run across those same boundaries."
Similarities among women also cross racial lines
according to The U of M research. Most notably,
'
women are the primary caretakers of children, the
disabled, the elderly and people who are unable to
care for themselves. But all women-black and
white-support these families on wages typically
lower than men's.
"It's important to note that women predominantly
bear the economic responsibility for people who can't
or don't earn wages, but they also do it on fewer
wages themselves," says Schmidt. "The cliche of having to do more with less really holds true for most
women."

Economic Issues

Women in the Community
"The main message in this report is that women
in this community are doing a lot with few resources "
says Schmidt, who readily admits feeling depressed '
as she examines the obstacles that local women face .
"The individual women who were profiled in this
report had wonderful stories to tell. But largely they
told stories that, for the most part, relied on individual resources and less on institutional forms of support. If they can do so much with so little, imagine
what women could do if those community resources
were there."
Although no single profile of women in the
Memphis area exists, the most evident socioeconomic
disparity falls along racial lines. Women locally
reflect the racial makeup of the overall population: 55
percent are white and 44 percent are black. But white
women accrue far more affluence and related social
and economic advantages than black women, reports
Schmidt.
"We certainly found that there were two very different worlds," she says. "But it's important to note
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The study found that women who work full time
in Memphis earn 79 percent of men's wages. And
almost 80 percent of females with an income make
less than $20,000 annually, while 41 percent of males
with an income exceed this amount yearly.
When both gender and race are considered the
wage gap becomes even more pronounced. In '
Memphis, black women's employment income is onehalf of white men's earnings. The total income for
black women amounts to only 36 percent of white
males' median total income. Total income includes not
only wages, but also other income sources such as
property, stocks and other investments. The research
shows women tend to have fewer of these potentially
high earning assets. Women's additional sources of
income-such as public assistance and Social
Security-usually provide substantially fewer economic resources.
"Overwhelmingly in this community if you are
white , you are probably doing better," says Schmidt,
whose study also contrasts differences between
Memphis and the remainder of Shelby County. ''You
do have an advantage and that cuts across gender
lines."
Schmidt believes the quality of people's lives is
influenced greatly by their economic conditions.
Income levels determine the quality of housing, education and health care, she says. Because singlemother families are the fastest growing type of family
nationwide, children are most profoundly affected by
their mothers' economic conditions. Information from
the 1990 U.S. Census revealed that 22 percent of
Memphians live in poverty.
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Profiles in Poverty

related diseases and injuries worldwide are women
and children. And most importantly, economic
While Memphis' overall poverty rate is substanrestructuring globally first and foremost affects
tially higher than state or national rates, poverty
women and children."
affects females locally even more drastically. The
Without healthy, economically secure, wellresearch team discovered that the proportion of
educated women who live without fear of violence in
women in poverty in Memphis is nearly twice the rate
their own families , a city, state or nation cannot
of women nationwide. Although a quarter of female
thrive , notes Schmidt. Individually, she believes, all
Memphians live in poverty, the figure escalates to 48
people pay the price-through their tax dollars, proppercent for single mothers. Additionally, more than
erty values, insurance rates, schools, crime rates and
one-third of children in Memphis live below the offiother determinants of their quality of life-for the sufcial poverty threshold, and 92 percent of these chilfering of others.
dren are black.
"This report is really a call to action," Schmidt
"We give a great deal of lip service to children, but
says. "Nobody can deny these problems now. This is
the reality is that the care of children still falls to
our community."
individual women," explains Schmidt. "I think that
we need to have a greater emphasis on seeing children as a community's responsibility.
We also need to realize as a commuDefining Women in Memphis
nity we have a responsibility to help
Through their project, the team of researchers were able to formulate a
care for the sick and elderly."

Memphis as a Microcosm
Schmidt emphasizes that the
report captures "a snapshot in time."
It reveals patterns in the lives of
women and children in this community at this time. But it is not, she
stresses, an indictment of Memphis.
"The issues that we are talking
about here should not picture
Memphis as a bad place to live," says
Schmidt. "These issues are also the
issues that the state has to deal with,
the country has to deal with; and, in
fact, these are the issues that we are
seeing globally.
"The people most affected by
poverty around the world are women
and children," she continues. "The
people most likely to die of poverty-

SPRING 1998

statistical profile of women in the greater Memphis area. As a group,
these women show patterns of common need. Statistically, how do
females fare?
• A woman in Memphis, as in the
United States, is more likely than a
man to be in a low-paying job with
no benefits and little security.
• She is more likely to be unemployed.
• She is less likely to afford an
advanced education that could provide more secure employment.
• If she does obtain a college degree
and a better job, she will typically be
paid significantly less than her male
colleagues.
• She is more likely to be poor.
• Because she is more likely to be caring for children and other family
members on her own, she faces financial responsibility for more people
while earning less money.
• She is more likely to live in run-down housing that requires a higher portion of her income.
• Because she is more likely to live in a poor neighborhood, her children
will have fewer safe places to play and more difficulties in school, and the
family will be more vulnerable to crime.
• She is less likely to be healthy and is more likely to have unhealthy children.
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Looking Ahead
How this community solves the problems
defined through her research, Schmidt believes, will
determine the future of the greater Memphis area.
"The thing that this report points to is that our
problems are socioeconomic ones," says Schmidt.
"There is no quick fix, and blaming poor people,
although astonishing to me, continues to be heard in
public dialogues. Certainly all the debates on welfare reform have centered on women as inept mothers and workers."
"When you listen to some discussions, you can
actually hear that the blame for the national deficit
is put on poor mothers. What we spend on corporate
welfare outspends what we spend on the poor. That
must change for our communities to prosper."
Before the problems in the greater Memphis
area can be solved, the underlying issues must first
be assessed. Designed as a baseline profile, this
study may serve as a starting point for understanding the complexities that shape the lives ofwomenand the entire Memphis community-into the
next century.

Copies of Profiles: A R eport on the Women and Girls of
Greater Memphis may be purchased from the Center for
Research on Women, Campus Box 526105, 339 Clement
Hall, The University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 381526105. Individual copies are $10, with discounts available
for the purchase of multiple copies. For more information,
call 901/678-2770.
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Association Names Distinguished Alumni
A newspaper publisher and a business executive
are among the winners of this year's Distinguished
Alumni Awards.
R. Jack Fishman (BS '55) and Vicki Roman Palmer
(MBA '80) are the 1998 recipients of The University
of Memphis Alumni Association's Distinguished
Achievement Awards.
Other recipients are Dr. Charles H. Brown, (BS
'68, MST '70), honored with the Distinguished Service Award; Bert Bornblum and David Bornblum,
Distinguished Friends; and Outstanding Young
Alumnus Kevin Vaughan (BSEE '84).
Fishman is publisher and editor of the Morristown
(Tenn.) Citizen Tribune, a newspaper he helped establish in 1966. He also is president of Lakeway Publishers Inc., which operates six newspapers in East
and Middle Tennessee. Fishman is immediate past
chair of the National Newspaper Association and a
member of the board of directors of the Newspaper
Association of America.
Former president of the Tennessee Press Association, Fishman currently serves as vice chair of the
Tennessee Board of Regents. He has been a regent
since 1991.
Palmer is a corporate vice president/treasurer for
Coca-Cola Enterprises in Atlanta. She manages the
company's $9 billion debt portfolio, $1.6 billion pension plan, employee retirement investments, currency management, global cash management, commercial and investment banking relationships and
risk management.
She spent five years with Federal Express Corp.,
where she last served as corporate finance manager.
Before that she worked for First Tennessee Bank,
and in 1993 became the first black woman to serve on
the bank's board of directors.
Palmer has collected many professional honors.
Last year she was named an Outstanding Corporate
Professional by the Black Business Association and
was listed among 20 Women of Power and Influence
by Black Enterprise magazine. In 1991 Ebony magazine named her one of the 100 Most Promising Black
Women in Corporate America.
Brown, a family practice physician, is president
of Memphis Family Practice PC. His wife, Neely

Jack Fishman

Vicki Roman Palmer

Dr. Charles H. Brown

Bert Bornblum

Kevin Vaughan
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Elaine Brown (MEd '7 4), works in
the Memphis Family Practice office.
President of The University of
Memphis Fou ndation, Brown also
is a member of the University's
Board of Visitors. After graduating
from The U of M with a bachelor's
degree in biology and a master's
degree in teaching, he earned a
medical degree from th e University
of Tennessee Center for the H ealth
Sciences.
Longtime supporters of The
U of M, Bert and David Bornblum
donated $1 million to the University to establish Bornblum Judaic
Studies, a University College program that offers stu dy on J u daic
cultu re and history. For th eir support the Bornblums were named
University Fellows.
The brothers came to th e United
States from Warsaw, Poland, in
1938. Both served in the military
during World War II. In 1949 they
co-fou nded Bert's Men Store on
Beale Street. Later th ey expanded,
and with additional partners
opened Bert's Men and Boys Stores
and Greg's Mens and Boys Stores
with eigh t locations in Mem phis
and Nashville. Bert has taken philosophy courses at the University
for 17 years.
Bert Bornblum is a member of
the Board of Tru stees of the University of Memphis Fou ndation
and its Investments Committee.
He also has served on th e Arts and
Sciences Advisory Committee and
is a trustee of Shelby State Commu nity College and the Memphis
J ewish Federation. He is a former
president of the Memphis Zionist
District and a former board member of Memphis B'Nai B'Rith.
David Bornblu m is a past board
member of B'N ai B'Rith and a
member of the Zionist Organization of America. He belongs to the
Baron Hirsch Congregation and
the American Legion.
Vaughan, 36, is a partner in the
engineering and architectural firm
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Ashworth-Vaughan Inc. A professional engineer licensed in three
states, he was named one of the
Top 40 Under 40 by the Memphis
Business Journal. Before forming
the partnership, he had been a
principal with Pickering Inc. and
an industrial marketing manager
at Insituform Technologies.
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Vaughan is active in civic affairs
in Collierville, where he is on th e
board of directors of the Rotary
Club and the Collierville Education
Foundation. While a student at
The U ofM, Vaughan was the Tiger mascot Pouncer and was a
member of a two-time national
champion cheerleading squad.

Kevin Roper
Rejoins University
As VP for Advancement
The University has chosen an alumnus and
former staff member as its chief fund raiser.
Kevin Roper (BA '82, MA '93) , who had been
president of Methodist Hospitals Foundation, has
been named vice president for advancement.
Roper worked in the development office at The
U ofM from 1988-91. Assistant director of
alumni affairs from 1985-88, he was on the
Alumni Association's board of directors from
1992- 94. He has served as
treasurer and vice president of the Business and
Economics alumni chapter.
Among the new vice
president's responsibilities
are planning, organizing
and administering the
University's fund-raising
and alumni activities, including working with doKevin Roper
nors for major gifts,
planned giving, and developing a strong annual
giving program for The University of Memphis
Foundation. The University's public relations office will also be under Roper's direction.
Roper had been president of the hospital foundation since April 1995. He joined Methodist in
1991 as director of development. There he headed
fund-raising efforts for a system of 13 hospitals in
Tennessee and Mississippi.
Roper earned a bachelor's degree in history
and political science and a master's in political
science. He lives in Germantown with his wife
Susan and their children, Michael, Colin and
Elizabeth Anne.
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Bryant, SCB Endow Global Technology Center
When he graduated from The
University of Memphis with a
BBA in accounting in 1968, Ben C.
Bryant knew he didn't want a career in that field, so he took a computer programming job with
McDonnell Douglas Aircraft in St.
Louis. "I didn't even know if programming had one 'm' or two," recalls Bryant.
Obviously he learned well. Now
the CEO and vice chair of the
board of SCB Computer Tech nology Inc., Bryant recently presented
th e University with an endowment
of a h alf-million dollars to establish th e SCB Center for Global Information Tech nology at th e
Fogelma n College of Business and
E conomics. He donated $340,000
with anoth er $160,000 to be given
later. In a ddition, Bryant presented a sponsored research cont ract from his company to The University. The separate contract,
worth $96,000 annually for the
next five years, will be u sed for
specific research projects at the
new center.
The center will benefit both the
University and SCB. "In ou r segment of the market-professional
services-there is such a resou rce
scarcity," Bryant says. ''You have to
u se global resou rces to bring a solution t o you r clients."
President V. Lane Rawlins says
the University is grateful to
Bryant and SCB for their support.
"When alumni such as Mr. Bryant
believe in the University and its
students, great things happen," he
says.
Possible projects for the SCB
Cen ter include development and
maint enance of a promotional Web
site, a quarterly research journal,
development of a data base on global information technology, a seminar, and research on employing
global information technology.
SCB was founded when
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Ben C. Bryant (BBA '68, MS '95), CEO and vice chair of SCB Computer Technology Inc., meets
with President V. Lane Rawlins to sign the agreement giving a half-million dollars to the
University. (Photo by Don Reber)

Bryant's career path took a turn.
After leaving McDonnell Douglas,
Bryant accepted a job with an accounting firm to get back to Memphis. There he met his two eventual partners, and in 1976 they
formed Seltmann, Cobb & Bryant.
Now called SCB, the firm employs more than 1,000 consultants,
analysts and programmers and
provides management and technical services primarily to government, public utilities and Fortune
500 companies. SCB's clients include Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division, Federal Express
Corp., Promus Companies, International Paper, the commonwealth
of Kentucky and the state of Tennessee. Individual Investor and
Equities magazines named SCB
one of America's fastest growing
companies; Business Week ranked
SCB on its "hot growth companies"
list.
In the midst of this success,

Bryant returned to The U of M
and earned a master's degree in
management information systems
in 1995. "I was interested in
trying to take a course or two a
semester to see how they were
going about teaching information
technology, plus I became friends
with some of my professors,"
Bryant says.
As a further example of his
commitment to the University,
Bryant has been named to the
Board of Visitors, a group that
works to improve academic
achievement and provides a link
between the University and the
community.
For all of his company's good
fortune, Bryant wants to see more
for the city. "I'd like to see Memphis become a Silicon Valley
South," he says. "We can do that by
working in conjunction with the
universities. We can be a research
bed for technical professionals."
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Armstrong Relocation Keeps It All in the Family
For James T. "Tom" Watson
(BBA '70), running Armstrong Relocation is a
family affair.
When his father, James L.
Watson,
bought the
company with
Clyde H.
Springer Jr.
('53) in 1957,
they started
Tom Watson
with two trucks and two employees. Last year the transfer and

'87)
1 .
llll\WIIIMII BA '74)
187. Alan Powelson (BA '79)
188. Kathleen Powelson Bryson
(BSEd '79, MEd '82)

storage company billed $50 million
in transportation costs and logged
22,000 long-distance moves.
The family extends to Watson's
University of Memphis "family" as
well. Armstrong has 14 offices in
the South, all agents of United Van
Lines, and 1,200 employees. Five of
its regional presidents are U of M
graduates. In addition to Watson,
they are Don Hire (BBA '70) of Birmingham, Ala.; J erre Richards
(BBA '65) of Nashville; David Hire
(BBA '77) of Oklahoma City; and
Todd Lamar (MBA '88) of Raleigh,

201.
202.
203.

204.
205.
206.

(BS '60, MA '82)
Jerold L Klein (BA '94)
J. Hary (BBA '77, JD '84) and
Jo Anna F. (BBA '92) Starr
Jere S. McGuffee II (BBA '87)
George F. Cook (BS '49)
Borden E. Bell Jr. (BBA '65)
W. David Brown (BS '67)

New Alumni Association Life Members
(Joined Oct. 15, 1997- Feb. 27, 1998)

30

N.C. The company also has locations in Knoxville; Chattanooga;
Charlotte, N.C.; Dallas; Houston;
Tulsa, Okla.; Louisville, Ky.; and
Jackson, Miss. Other alumni include Armstrong's treasurer David
Daniel (BS '56), chief financial officer Kevin Lawrence (MS '92) and
operations vice president Dick
Middlecoff (BBA '70). Springer
continues as chair.
Like Watson, many Armstrong
employees began working for the
company during summers. "Most
of these people started out
working on the trucks loading
goods. They were achievers and
were promoted accordingly,"
Watson says. "All of these people
really excel. A lot of that is the
foundation they got from The
University of Memphis."
In addition to hiring U of M
graduates, Watson supports his
alma mater in other ways. A Life
Member of the Alumni Association,
he serves on its board of directors
and on the board of the Tiger
Clubs, an athletic support group.
For more than a decade his company has hauled Tiger football
equipment to away games at no
charge. Watson also is on the board
of directors of The University of
Memphis Society, a support organization for the University.
Now a third generation of
Watsons continues the family tradition with son Todd managing
coast-to-coast drives for the company. Tom Watson's two other children, Kevin and Amanda, are students at the San Francisco Academy of Arts.
Watson says Armstrong is successful because it conducts business by the golden rule. "We treat
our employees and customers with
respect and dignity," says Watson.
"We develop long-term relationships with customers. We've had
some customers for over 40 years.
We don't have a lot of turnover."

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

L

u

M

N

E

w

s

Tiger Athletes Excel at Graduation Game
Fans of The University of Memphis sports programs measure the
progress of the school's athletic
teams on the scoreboard, but they
are scoring successes in the classroom as well.

sas and Mississippi in graduating
athletes. For the fifth straight
year, the University led the MidSouth in that category. At 59 percent, Memphis topped Auburn (57
percent), the University ofTennes-

Sept. 5
Sept.12
Sept. 19
0 t. 3
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 24
Oct. 31

In the past 10 years, the graduation rate for U of M athletes who
have exhausted their playing eligibility has risen to 89 percent, compared to a graduation rate of 33
percent for all U of M students.
A decade ago, only 16 percent of
athletes were graduating. Thenpresident Thomas Carpenter (BS
'49) established an Athletic Academic Services Center to reverse
those trends.
The center, headed by Dr. Tim
Sumner, employs six full-time staff
members and 10 to 20 mentors and
tutors. The 4,000 sq. ft. setting provides study areas, reference materials and two computer labs.
Sumner says the special attention offered to student-athletes
makes the program successful. The
U of M leads all Division I public
institutions in Tennessee, Arkan-
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at O Miss
Miss. State
at Minnesota
at H uston
Ark nsas
Cin innati
a
isvi le
Arkansas Sta e
Tulane
t Southern Miss.
East Carolina

see (49 percent) and Louisiana
State (40 percent).
Sumner and his staff stress to
young athletes that the university
setting is not just for athletic accomplishment, but also scholastic

achievement. "We sometimes have
to act as their parents when they
are away from their parents and
coaches when they are away from
the coaches," Sumner says.
Nearly all student-athletes on
campus are enjoying success.
Among black athletes, the NCAA
graduation rate is 43 percent; at
Memphis, the rate is 60 percent.
For black women athletes, the
NCAA average is 59 percent; at
Memphis it is 100 percent.
Among Tiger football players the
graduation rate also has been on a
steady climb. The graduation rate
has risen from 22 percent in 1985
to 58 percent last year. Female
athletes have improved their
graduation rate from 49 percent in
1987 to 74 percent last year.
The U of M's 59 percent outpaces Conference USA rivals East
Carolina (57 percent), Southern
Mississippi (56 percent) and the
University of Houston (32 percent).
Only Tulane (71 percent) graduated athletes at a higher rate.
The U of M numbers reflect a
nationwide trend. NCAA reports
show that student-athletes who
entered college in 1990 are graduating at a rate 1 to 2 percent
higher than general students.
-Brian Zimmer

About 100 people
attended "B.B.s &
Basketball" for The
U of M vs. Houston
game and party at
B.B. King's Blues
Club. From left are
Peter Blaydes,
Gayle Powelson
(BBA '81 , MBA
'97), Emily Bell ~
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If you are interested in serving as a volunteer chapter or
club leader, let us hear from
you! Call the Alumni Association at 901 I 678-2586 or
800 I 678-8729.

CHAPTERS
Arts & Sciences

u

L

M

dezvous in conjunction
with the Mid-South Conference on Communicative Disorders. Julie J.
Masterson (PhD '85) was
honored as Outstanding
Alumna and Carrie
Keckley and Mary Krapfl
were named Outstanding
Students. Brenda M.
Antwine (MA '75) won
the Sallie Starr Webber
Hillard Mentoring Award.

During exam week the
chapter's traditional Pit
Stops treated students
and faculty to refreshments. The Pit Stops
were organized by chapter president-elect Ray
Clapsadle (BS '85, MS
'87, PhD '94). The chapter
also held a holiday reception on campus.
Timm Stubbs (BS '71,
MA '95) is chapter president.

At a dinner at The
Spaghetti Warehouse, the
chapter honored board
members for service. Pam
Patterson (BFA '82), Jan
Crenshaw (BPS '91) and
Susan Bingham (BSEd
'92) were honored for
service to the chapter.

AUSLP

Business & Economics

The chapter held a reunion dinner at The Ren-

Michael D. Rose,
former chair of Prom us

Band
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Hotel Corp. and Harrah's
Entertainment Inc., was
keynote speaker at the
Alumni Career Day luncheon, where guest "professors" shared their experiences with business
students.
Other speakers included Alumni Association president Harold
Byrd (BBA '71, MS '75) of
Bank of Bartlett, Dr. Ting
Ho of Federal Express
Corp., Mike Jones (BBA
'81, MS '85) of Cargill
Inc., Tennessee Court of
Appeals Judge Holly
Lillard (ESME '79, JD
'82), Mike McGee (BBA
'81, MBA '95) of Sara Lee/
Jimmy Dean Foods, Jon
McGlothian (MBA '97) of
Buckeye Technologies
Inc., Bill Reed (BBA '69)
of National Bank of Commerce, Rick Spell (BBA
'81) of Morgan Keegan &
Co., Ken Stonebrook
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Name_________--.i'---.\
Relation to student ____-cl!-H-~~::;,T--;f---c3,F--

Name________
City_ _ _ _ _ __
School now attending _ _ _----,-,.---_
ACT score (if taken). _ __
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(BBA '83, MBA '90) of MS
Carriers Inc., Brenda
Vanderslice (BBA '85) of
Smith Barney Inc., and
Debbi Fields Rose, founder of Mrs. Fields Cookies.
Gayle Powelson (BBA
'81, MBA '97), Alumni Association board member,
was Career Day chair.

The college is conducting a survey to gather
ideas for possible activities and ways to help the
College of Education.
Dr. Len Sumner (EdD
'83) is chapter president.

Emeriti
The club welcomed
Shelby County Mayor
Jim Rout ('61) to its
spring Coffee and Conversation. Chapter
president Dr. Fred
Bellott introduced the
mayor.
Club members toured
"Jewels of the Romanovs"
exhibit at the Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art.

Benny O. Lendermon
III (BSCE '75, MS '79),
director of the Division of
Public Works for Memphis, received the chapter's Outstanding Alumni
Award at a banquet at
the Memphis Marriott.
Chapter president
Monique Graf Castellaw
(BS '82, BSCE '88) presided at the event, which
was chaired by David
Branch (ESME '89).

Journalism
Henry Bailey (BA '77,
JD '86) was host for the
chapter's holiday gathering. The chapter also
gave a reception for grad-

w

s
Robert L. Kennedy
(BS '83), vice president/
communications;
Bob Joy (BSET '82),
vice president/membership; and Jerry Rice
(BBA '67), secretary/treasurer.
All alumni living in
the Bartlett area are invited to join. For information, call Kay Price at
388-7689.

Birmingham
uating journalism students. Ruth Ann Hale (BA
'85) is chapter president.

alumni@cc.memphis.edu.
Darren Perry (BSN '96) is
chapter president.

Luther C. McClellan
Black Alumni

Student Alumni
Association

The chapter has commissioned a poster including scenes of the Civil
Rights Movement and the
University during the
1960s. Herb Hilliard
(BBA '71) is the recipient
of the chapter's 1998
Outstanding Alumni
Award.
Steve Sheegog (BBA
'86) is chapter president.

The club has elected a
new board of directors.
Officers are Chancellor
Rudgley, president; Leah
Brewer, vice president;
and Elna Klein, secretary/treasurer.
Other board members are Ellen Argrove,
Katie Cook, Liza Dunn,
Nick Fong, Krystal
O'Donald, Todd Swanton,
Glendoria Walker and
Tressa White.

Nursing
The chapter is producing an alumni directory
listing all graduates of
the Loewenberg School of
Nursing.
If you would like to
be included in the directory, send your name,
address, phone number,
year of graduation,
place of employment,
business address and
phone to: Nursing
Directory, The U of M
Alumni Association,
Alumni Center, Memphis,
TN 38152.
You also may fax
901/678-5215 or E-mail
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Attending Business
Alumni Career Day
were (from left)
event chair Gayle
Powelson (BBA '81,
MBA '97), featured
speaker Michael
D. Rose, Debbi
Fields Rose and
President V. Lane
Rawlins.

Education

Engineering

Do you know a high school stude
be interested in attending The U
form and mail it to: Student Rel
Campus Box 526618, The U of

L

Women 's Leadership
Council
Dr. Linda Brinkley,
vice provost for research
and dean of the Graduate
School, spoke at the
group's meeting.
Arelya Mitchell (MA
'82) is council president.

Young Alumni Council
YAC members cheered
the Tigers during a basketball watch party at
Satellite Feed. Ted
Showalter (BBA '89) is
chapter president.

AREA CLUBS
Atlanta
The club has elected a
new board of directors.
The officers are Tom
Capon (BBA '70), president; Dennis Springer
(BBA '60), first vice
president; Bill Fortune
(BBA '72), second vice
president; Mary Nichols
(BBA '82), secretary/
treasurer; Patricia
Adsit (MS '80), membership chair; and Melissa
Lovell (BBA '89), programs chair. Members
at large are Mach
Chron ('57), John
Hudson (BBA '74), Billy
Mears (BS '53), John
Patton (LLB '36) and Dr.
Jennie Springer (BS '59,
MA'61).
The club held television watch gatherings for
Tiger basketball games at
the Chicago Pizza sports
bar. The group is planning several events. If
you would like to help,
call Capon at 770/5518695.

Bartlett
The club has selected
new officers: Kay Price
(BBA '64), president;

Club president
Dewayne Nix (BSEd '72)
gave a basketball watch
party during The U of M
vs. Louisville game.

Houston
Several hundred alumni gathered at The
U of M vs. Houston basketball game in February.
Club president Sam
Blustein (BSEE '75) and
alumni programs director
Wayne Andrews greeted
alumni.

I
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Jackson
More than 40 club
members and friends
boarded a bus to Memphis to watch The U of M
vs. Tulane basketball
game. A reception was
held at The Pyramid before the contest. Jim
Murdaugh ('70) is
chapter president.

Nashville
President V. Lane
Rawlins and Associate
Vice President for Advancement/Alumni Affairs Frank Holmes (BA
'75) dined with club leaders, including president
Joe Wolf(BBA'91) and
Houston Davis (BA '95).
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1960

Billy Ray Schilling
Billy Ray Schilling
(BS) was inducted into the
Christian Brothers High
School Hall of Fame.

1961
Hank Cocozza (BS) is
manager of the Year 2000
Project for Inchcape Shipping Services in Mobile,
Ala.
Dr. Kenneth T. Jackson (BA) received Pi
Kappa Alpha fraternity's
Order of the West Range
in recognition of his
professional achievements.
Chair of the social sciences department at
Columbia University in
New York, he is the author
of numerous books , including Atlas of American History, Cities in American
History and Crabgrass
Frontier: The Suburb anization of the United
States. Jackson is a 1989
recipient of The U of M's
Distinguished Alumni
Award.

1962
Kenneth W. Plunk
(BBA), chair/CAO of Union
Planters Bank N.A., is chair
of the Memphis Area Chamber of Commerce.
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25-member religion and
philosophy delegation to
Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia, and Prague,
Czech Republic . The delegates met one-on-one
and in groups with their
counterparts in those
countries.
Margot Stern Strom
(MA) of Brookline, Mass.,
received the Charles A.
Dana Award for pioneering achievements in
education. She is co-founder
and executive director of
Facing History and Ourselves, a program that
teaches students about social justice.

Arthur H. Prince
(BA, MA '70) was invited
by the American Academy
of Religion to be one of a
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for the company's operations in Europe, the
Middle East and Africa.
His office is in Windsor,
England.
Carol D. Daniel (BS)
of Covington, Tenn., has
retired as director of the
Tipton-Lauderdale Department of Human Services
after 30 years of service.

Phyllis R. Scruggs
(BBA, MEd '71, MBA '88),
first vice president of
Waddell & Associates
Inc., is president ofMidSouth Certified Financial
Planners.

1969

Greer Simonton

1965

Shirley McCray

Richard McCully
Judge Richard P.
McCully (BS, JD '68) of
Atlanta has received the
Order of the Lion A ward
from Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity for his
volunteer work in improving scholarship and
raising standards of
conduct at the fraternity's
Georgia Institute of Technology chapter. He is contributing toward a new
chapter house for SAE at
The University of
Memphis.

1967
1964

p

David Brown (BS) is
managing director of the
European division of
JFAX.COM, a U.S .
Internet messaging company. He is responsible

Shirley Y. McCray
(BS) is the subject of a recently published biography,
Coach McCray: The Inspiring Story of the First
Woman Coach of an AllMale Football Team. A
former teacher and coach
with the Memphis City
Schools, she has developed
a curriculum for schools
based on the book.

1968
Michael R. Banker
(BS, MS '77) is senior engineer/senior project manager
for Environmental & Safety
Designs Inc .
Lenon J. Coleman
(BA, MBA '83) is corporate
compliance officer for Methodist Health Systems.
Mary M. Davis (MEd)
has retired after 35 years
at St. Mary's Episcopal
School, where she served
as dean of the upper
school, interim headmistress and director of
admissions and
alumnae.
Dr. Hugh L. Holden
(BBA) has been named
executive director of the
Memphis Botanic
Garden.

Greer Simonton
(BS) has been named
chief operating officer of
Archer/Malmo, where his
responsibilities include financial, corporate and systems administration, human resources and
business planning.
Simonton joined the
agency in 1985 as executive vice president/
account service, and is a
principal in the firm.
Dr. Janet L. Richards
(BSEd, JD '76) is serving
on the Tennessee Commission on Juvenile Justice Reform .
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Harold Byrd (BBA,
MS '75) has been appointed to the board of directors of Youth Villages .
He is incorporator/director
of the Bank of Bartlett and
president of The U of M
Alumni Association.
Dr. William G. Crump
(MEd), director of graduate and international
student admissions at
The U of M, was named an
honorary member of the
Tennessee Association of
Collegiate Registrars and
Admissions Officers.

chair of Mid-South Financial Planners.
Charles B. Quinn
(MBA) is vice president and
manager of the private client group office of
NationsBank.
Karen F. "Can de"
Steckol (MA, PhD '78) of
Highland Heights, Ohio,
has received an administrative Fulbright scholarship
to study higher education in
Germany. She will be visiting with educators in Dusseldorf, Bonn, Berlin and
the state of Brandenburg.

1972

1973

Lee A. Jackson (BBA,
MBA '79), founder/CEO of
Jackson Investment Co. , is

Dr. Robert H. Dodds
Jr. (BSCE) has been
named the first Newmark
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Professor of Civil Engineering at the University
of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign. Dodds , who
has taught at Illinois for 11
years, specializes in research in metal fracture
and the development of
new methods to assess the
safety of structures that
contain small, crack-like
defects.
Michael R. Riley (BA)
of St. Louis has been
named president and publisher of the Facts and Comparisons subsidiary of
Wolters Kluwer U.S. The
subsidiary is a drug
information source for
pharmacies and other
health care institutions
and individuals.

Among dignitaries on campus for
announcement of the FedEx Business
Information Science Center were (top
photo) Memphis Mayor W.W. Herenton
(MA '66) ; and (bottom photo, from left)
Tennessee Gov. Don Sunquist, Shelby
County Mayor Jim Rout ('61) and Steve
Cohen (JD '73). (See related photo,
page 2) (Photos by Don Reber)

Beverly Robertson
Beverly C. Robertson
(BSEd) has been named executive director of the National Civil Rights Museum.
She is a principal of Trust
Marketing and Communications.

1974
Gloria Trotter (BA) of
Tecumseh, Okla., won a column writing competition in
the Oklahoma Natural Gas/
Oklahoma Press Association
monthly editorial and column writing contest. She is
co-publisher and editor of
The Tecumseh Countywide
News and co-publisher of
The Shawnee Sun.

I,
I

1971
Robert M. Brannon Jr.
(BBA, JD '74), a partner in
Brannon, Murrell & Associates, is a Germantown municipal judge.

Edward Young
Edward H. Young
(MEd) appeared on the CBS
program This Morning representing Who's Who Among
American Teachers. He
teaches, coaches and supervises the peer leadership
program at Glenbrook South
High School in Glenview, Ill.

1975
Kathie L. Blinick (MEd,
EdD '80) of Portland,
Maine., is director of the

Harold Byrd
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office for prior learning assessment at the University
of Southern Maine. She
evaluates international
transcripts, does academic
counseling for international
students and teaches university seminar and adult
learning development.

1976
Michael Skinner (BS)
works for the Memphis and
Shelby County Health Department.

E
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dent of Arbonne International.
Fred L. Roberts (EdD)
of Atlanta has been promoted to Georgia regional
manager by VALIC division
of American General Corp.
He previously served the
company as a career account representative, director of marketing and assistant regional manager.
Stan Stefancic (BPS) of
Manassas, Va. , has been
promoted to chief master
sergeant in the Air Force
Reserve . He is an air traffic
adviser at the Pentagon.

1977
Darla LinerodeHenson (BFA) has been
selected Elementary Art
Educator of the Year by the
Tennessee Art Education
Association. She is an art
specialist at Presbyterian
Day School, chair of the
Cooper-Young Festival
YOUNG Artists Exhibition
and a portfolio adjudicator
for the Governors' School
for the Arts. She is pursuing her MFA at The U ofM.
Sh elley P. Phillipy
(BA), president and owner
of One Source Marketing,
has been promoted to independent regional vice presi-

1978
Cathy Armstrong (BA)
is a residential loan specialist with Financial Federal
Savings Bank.
Mark Heuberger (BA,
MA '96) is manager of communication services and
chief communications officer for Memphis Light,
Gas & Water Division.
Priscilla Turner Ray
(BSEd) of Mandeville, La.,
is one of three finalists in
the Presidential Awards
Program for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science
Teaching in Louisiana.
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J. Kenneth Marston
Jr. (BBA) and Douglas B.
Gordon (BA '74, BBA '78)
have formed Marston-Gordon PLLC, Certified Public
Accountants and Consultants .
Mary E. Schmitz (BA)
is vice president of administration for the Memphis
Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

Legacy Wealth Management
Inc.

1980

1981

David Wedaman

1979
Stephen James (BA) is
co-owner of Panamerican
Consultants Inc., a cultural
resources management and
archaeological research
firm. He also directs the
company's affiliate
Panamerican Marine, which
focuses on underwater archaeological research.
Scott McClure (BA)
joined the public relations
firm Fleishman Hilliard in
Kansas City, Mo., after
working for Southern Farm
Press for 16 years . McClure
lives in Overland Park,
Kan., with his wife Drenna
and sons, Derek, Stuart and
Ethan.
Joshua Scobey (BBA)
is an auditor with Reynolds,
Bone and Griesbeck PLC.

David We daman (BBA)
was appointed to the board
of directors ofYouth Villages. He is president of
Mark VII Transportation.

Robert Winfield

Robert Winfield (BS)
was named by Worth Magazine as one of the 250 best
financial advisers in the
country. He is a partner in
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Louis D. Barbieri (MA,
MPA '87) of Tomah, Wis.,
has worked 15 years for the
federal government. He is a
logistics planner at Fort
McCoy, Wis.
Douglas A. Black (BA)
is an attorney with the firm
Crone & Mason PLC.
Marshall H. Lebovits
(BBA) is vice president of
large ticket leasing for .
Sanwa Business Credit
Corp. of Los Angeles, an international leasing company. He lives in Hermosa
Beach, Calif.
Dr. Robert D.
Patterson (BBA) is president of the Tennessee
County Trustees Association
and the National Association of County Trustees and
Financial Officers.
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gistics Center in Ft. Lee.,
Va.
Stephen L. Phillips
(BBA, MBA '85) is director
of asset management for
Time-Warner Communications .
Timothy J. Stanz (BBA)
is recruiting director for
John Hancock Financial Services. His wife Cathy Stanz
(BFA '89) is a private art
tutor and home-schools their
12-year-old son, Julian.

Among the inductees and honorees at the 1997 M Club Hall of Fame
Banquet at Woodland Hills Country Club were (front row, from left) Dr.
Ken Caldwell (BS '56), Bonnie Dondeville Farley (BS '66, MEd '69),
Marilyn Creason, Chuck Pierotti (BS '63) and Bill Gidden (BBA '65).
Second row, from left: Roger Webb (BBA '80), Steve Metz (BBA '89),
Elmore Fortner (BS '56, MEd '71 ), Elmer Ray (BS '53, MA '55) and Bob
Henderson (BS '57, MA '58). Third row, from left: Blair Gilbert (BBA
'81 ), Steve Jaggard (BBA '70), Trey Miller and Marilyn Miller. Not
pictured are David Berrong (BSEd. '72), Ron Miller and Fred Miller. Bill
Miller was honored posthumously.
Mark Thomas
in Louisiana, southern Mississippi, southern Alabama
and the Florida panhandle.
Palmer Albertine
(BBA), co-owner of the
Albertine Co., is president
of the Memphis Area Home
Builders Association.
Martha Shields (MA)
published Home Is Where
Hank Is, the first in a trilogy of cowboy romances she
sold to Silhouette Books.
She is marketing manager
for The U of M Continuing
Education division and
teaches a continuing education class on writing.

1982
Kathryn R.
Garbuzinski (BBA, MBA
'88) is senior vice president
and co-manager of corporate
communications for Morgan
Keegan & Co.
Robert E. Leech (MPA),
senior vice president of
home care operations for
Medshares Inc., was named
Executive of the Year by
Professional Secretaries International.
Susan Nelson (BSEd,
MS '85) is campus manager
for Western Iowa Tech Community College in Cherokee,
Iowa. She lives in Marcus,
Iowa.
Dr. Barbara L. Peery
(BBA) teaches human resources management and
entrepreneurship in a European Union-run MBA program in Kazakhstan as a
senior Fulbright scholar.
When in the United States
she is a professor at the
Florida Institute of Technology Army Management Lo-

p

Lynne Thomas
Mark Thomas (BBA)
and his wife Lynne Thomas (BBA '83) moved to the
Chicago area with their
sons, Grant and Andrew.
Mark joined Pulte Home
Corp. as executive vice president for the Midwest. He
1984
previously was Texas area
Patricia S. Thomas
vice president of Pepsico's
(BSEd) and her husband
Frito-Lay division, where he
Jerry are the parents of
worked for 13 years.
Carly Avery Thomas, born
Aug. 8, 1997. They live in
Murray, Ky.

1983

John Gregory "Greg"
Adams (BBA) is a senior
recruitment specialist with
FedEx, where he has been
employed for 13 years.
Based in New Orleans, he is
responsible for recruitment

1985
Larry Fogarty (BBA) is
director of managed care for
LeBonheur Children's
Medical Center.
Marly Carter Lobus

(BFA) of Marietta, Ga., is a
freelance graphic artist. She
has a baby, Taylor D. Lobus, and an 8-year-old
daughter, Courtney.
Randall K. Moore (BA),
has joined Terry Moore &
Associates Inc. Realtors of
Little Rock after 11 years in
radio sales. He is responsible for new business development in commercial
brokerage, property management and leasing areas.
Harvey B. Rice (BBA)
of Denver has been promoted to major in the U.S.
Air Force.

1986
Adrian E. Polk (BBA)
of Nashville is a Disability
Claims Examiner II with
the Tennessee Department
of Human Services. He is
married to Beneta Marie
Hubbard Polk and has a
daughter, Jessica N. Polk.
Karl Rusterholtz (BS)
is a senior research scientist with Diversa Corp. in
San Diego. He recently
made a dive 2,500 meters
deep in the three-person
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submarine ALVIN studying
deep sea volcanoes 9 degrees north of the equator.

1987
Robert E. Duncan
(BBA) is regional director of
development for Methodist
Hospitals Foundation.

Buddy Spiegel
Bernard M. "Buddy"
Spiegel (MBA, MS '90) has
joined Anchor Computer of
Deerfield Beach, Fla., as
director of address products. Anchor provides direct
mail computer services.
Jaque Mecklenborg
van Audenhove (BS) and
her husband David are the
parents of Nicholas Pierson
Van Audenhove, born Dec.
15, 1997. They live in Knoxville .
Kathleen Woodruff
Wickham (MA), a U of M
instructor, is editor of a
journalism textbook on computer technology and trends
in the media. She coordinated the selection of articles for Perspectives:
Online Journalism.

1988
Lynne Evans (BBA)
and her husband Alan are
the parents of Philip Alexander and Lauren Alexandra, born Aug. 5, 1997.
Jeffry W. Gatlin
(BSME) is director of mechanical engineering for the
Memphis office of Manyam,
Thompson and Associates
Inc. He has been accepted
into American Mensa and is
a member of the Tennessee
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Air National Guard.
Mark T. McKee (BA)
was elected to the board of
directors of Family St:rvices
of Memphis . He is Southeast
region manager for A C
Humko Corp., the largest
private label cooking oil refiner in North America.
Monique Nassar (JD)
and her husband Neil Beals
welcomed a daughter,
Monique Alexandra, on Aug.
21, 1997. They also have a
son, Nicholas.
Daniel Eugene Smith
(BA) of Joplin, Mo., is a
medical sales representative
for Searle Pharmaceuticals.
He had worked for Frito-Lay
Co., where he was district
sales leader. He is married
to Amy Lynn Smith.
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1990
Capt. Michael B.
Dickey (BSME) is serving
with the 2nd Battalion, 8th
Marines.
Cmdr. Pamela W.
Tubbs (MS) received her
second Meritorious Service
Medal while assigned to
U .S. Navy Personnel Support Activity, Far East,
headquartered in Yokosuka,
Japan.

0

1991

1992

1993

1995

Windel Drane (BFA)
and Rivers Drane (BFA
'83) announce the birth of
their son, David Ross
Drane, born Oct. 5, 1997.
They live in Southaven.
Dr. Sergio A. Castello
(MBA) has been elected
to the Sports Hall of Fame
at Freed-Hardeman College, where he was an
NAIA All-American tennis

Chelsea D. Cobbins (BA,
MS '94) is director of special
services for Shelby Residential and Vocational Services.
Dr. Jan Weber (EdD),
associate professor of nursing at Southeast Missouri
State, received the university's PRIDE award for
achievements in scholarship,
teaching and service. She
lives in Jackson, Mo.

Kevin M. Dooley (BBA)
and his wife Melanie are
the parents of Lauren Alise,
born Dec. 10, 1997.
L. Gary Gibson (JD) is
a principal architect with
Fleming Associates . He
lives in Olive Branch, Miss.
Gwen Horner (BBA) is
a media buyer for Thompson and Co.
Kathy Mazzanti (MS) is
recruiting manager for Robert Half Personnel.
Fletcher Powell Jr.
(BBA) and his wife Kris
Walters Powell are the
parents of Madeline
McRae Powell, born
Sept. 2, 1997. The couple
has another daughter,
Merritt. Powell has been
promoted to regional
trainer for the critical care
division of Sherwood Davis
and Geck.

Chris Bentley (BBA)
has been promoted to assistant executive director of
Shelby Residential and
Vocational Services.
Jacque Georgeson
(MA) is employed in audiology at Washington University in St. Louis .
Ashish Shah (BS), a software developer at Celcore
Inc., has developed a Web
page for book trading and
selling among students.

1989
RaymondR.
Alipourian (MS) is a senior
engineer with the Chicago
metro district of Federal Express Corp. He has four
daughters, Sarah, Suzanne,
Jasmine and Tara.
Capt. Jeffrey A.
DeBoer (BS) has transferred to the 682nd Air Support Operations Center,
Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.,
where he is chief of maintenance.
Robert A. Longfield Jr.
(BBA) is a partner with Consulting Services Group.
Todd Henderson (BBA)
of Lexington, Tenn., has
been promoted to vice president of Volunteer Bank.

E

1994
Lt. j.g. Kumar Atarthi

Freida Hamm (MFA '88) of Selmer, Tenn., is the fine arts poster
artist for the 1998 Memphis in May International Festival. The
poster reflects the artistic culture of Portugal, this year's honored country.

player for three years. He is
an assistant professor of
business at the University
of Mobile.
Todd C. Jolly (BBA,
MBA '94) is staffing manager with Randstad Staffing
Services.
James Schmidt (BA) is
a lobbyist for Betty Anderson Consulting in Nashville.

Dr. Herb McCree
(MS, EdD '96), a retired
Navy chief petty officer,
coordinates The University of Memphis' extended programs in
Northwest Tennessee. He
is in charge of The U of M
office at the Naval Support Activity base in
Millington, Tenn.
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(BS) is on a six-month deployment to the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian Gulf
with Carrier Airborne Early
Warning Squadron 123
aboard the USS George
Washington. His unit supported Operation Southern
Watch, enforcing the UN
no-fly zone over Iraq. The
unit also participated in
Exercise Bright Star, a multinational exercise off the
coast of Egypt.
Dena M. Dunn (BSEd)
is assistant coach for cross
country and track at the
University of Southern Mississippi.
Beth Garrison (BSEd)
and her husband Ron are
the parents of Zachary
Ryan, born Nov. 12, 1997.
He was welcomed by his
sister Katie.
Brenda Walton
(BSEd) won her fourth
Race for the Cure title.
She is cross country
coach at Germantown
High School.
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1996
Beverly Buys (MF A) is
~n assistant professor of
photography and gallery director at Henderson State
University in Arkansas. She
was awarded a $5,000 individual artist grant from the
state's Arts Council for work
in photography.
Bradley Laney (BSEd)
is a visitor services assistant
with the Children's Museum
of Memphis .
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Ashley Sawyer Shea
(MA, MFA) is manager of
communications, outreach and special projects
for the Pioneer Valley
Commission in West
Springfield, Mass. She is
responsible for managing
and coordinating the
agency's publications and
public participation functions, including oversight of
special projects. She previously did grant proposal
writing for The U of M's Office of Development.

Alonzo Weaver II
Alonzo Weaver II
(MBA) is vice president of
operations for Memphis
Light, Gas & Water Division.
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Constituent Chapters
Kevin Snider
Kevin A. Snider (JD)
has the first law firm in
Germantown to host an
Internet Web site.

1997
Mary K. Calhoun
(BSEd) is an educational
specialist at the Children's
Museum of Memphis.
Martin Quinton (BSN)
has been appointed director
of hi-tech infusion services
for HealthSphere of America.
James R. Seidman
(BBA) works for Crye-Leike
Realtors.
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Readership Survey
The University of Memphis Alumni Association
expresses sympathy to the
family and friends of
these individuals:

Alumni
(Listed alphabetically by
graduation date)

1920s-30s
Maie Fife Eason '29,
Nov. '97
Dr. Elizabeth Craddock
Casale '30, Feb. '98
J. William Gibson '35,
Dec. '97
John R. McKinstry '35,
Nov. '97
Mabel H. Hughes '36,
Jan. '98
Dr. Elbert R. Ferguson '37,
Dec. '97
J. Barthel Gray '37, Jan. '98
Mary Tyus Haley '37,
Sept. '97
Mary Katherine
Fitzsimmons '39,
Nov. '97

William F. Wolbrecht Jr.
'51, Jan. '98
William Anthony Aste '52,
Nov. '97
James A. Crislip '52,
Feb. '98
Earl W. Chancellor '53,
Feb. '98
Frances W. Conley '53,
Feb. '98
Walker E. Snodgrass '53,
Nov. '97
Barbara M. Gill '54, Jan. '98
George Holton McCall '54,
Nov. '97
Lenon M. Stevenson '54,
Feb. '98
James E. Edrington '55,
Nov. '97
Harold Weiss '55, Nov. '97
Edith Cooley Edwards '56,
'68, Feb. '98
Alma McBride Young '56,
Feb. '98
George L. McAdams '57,
July '97
Ben Salky '57, Dec. '97
Harry B. Westlake Jr. '57,
Dec. '97
J. Weldon Burrow '58,
Jan. '98

1940s-50s

1960s-70s

Jane Thorn Hicks '40,
Oct. '97
James P. Smith '40, Jan. '98
John J. Mason Jr. '41,
Dec. '97
Inez Merrill '41, Jan. '98
Nolan E . Tucker '41,
Mar. '97
Ruth Irby Cox '42, Nov. '97
Jean Jones Botts '43,
Nov. '97
Martha Porter Penny '43,
Jan. '98
Eloise M. Kimmelman '45,
June '97
Dr. Leon L. Bolton '48,
Dec. '97
J. Harold Ellis '49, '55,
Dec. '97
James B. Wiseman '50,
Feb. '98
Vera E. Fowinkle '51, '56,
Jan. '98
Robert H. Klinke '5 1,
Nov. '97

Priscilla Gavin '60, Feb. '98
Ann Sammons Black '62,
Sept. '97
Capt. Norman E. Bitner '63,
Nov. '97
Billy G. Stallings '63, '66,
Dec. '97
Patricia Hibner Adams '64,
'70, Nov. '97
Eugenia J. Colbert '64,
Jan. '98
Gladys Hall Fakes '64,
Feb. '98
John C. Mitchell '64,
Dec. '97
Thomas F. Smith Jr. '64,
Dec. '97
E. Eugene Barnes '65,
Nov. '96
Joseph K. Carr Jr. '66,
Dec. '97
Clarence E. Rose '66,
Feb. '98
Allen Edelstein '67, Jan. '98
Lt. Cmdr. Louis V. Roberts

'67, '75, Dec. '97
Odessa Stevens Boyd '68,
Dec. '97
Karen Gilman Parvey '68,
'82, Nov. '97
Sr. Mary M. Greaber '70,
Jan. '98
Lula M. Hedgeman '70,
Dec. '97
Denise Matthews Raikos
'70, Nov. '97
P. Benjamin Antwine '71,
Oct. '97
William R. Mitchell Jr. '71,
Nov. '97
Rubye Smith Bush '72,
Jan. '98
James E. McCullough '72,
Feb. '98
W. David Mitchell, '72, '82,
Dec. '97
Mildred Payne Hollis '73,
Dec. '97
Dennis D. Sharpe '73,
Nov. '97
John E. Doss Jr. '74,
Feb. '98
Jeanne J. Hughes '75,
Dec. '97
W. Larry Jennings '75,
Nov. '97
Arvin C. Mobley Jr. '76,
July '97
Pamela Thomas Moore '77,
Sept. '97
Thomas W. Jortner '78, '92,
Jan. '98
Janet Stratvert Roberts '78,
Feb. '98
Carolyn A. Bowen '79,
Jan. '98

1980s-90s
Stephen R. Hardy '80,
Nov. '97
Carolyn Stovall Godman
'82, Jan. '98
Ruth Henderson Hulon '82,
Jan. '98

Virginia Dumas Matthews
'84, Nov. '97
Michael E. Russom '86,
Nov. '97
Cynthia Reagan Stewart
'94, Nov. '97
Janice S. Westbrook '96,
Jan. '98
Jeffrey A. Ball '97, Jan. '98
Dionne M. Hall '97, Feb. '98

Faculty/Staff
Jewel Bernice Cone,
Nov. '97
Arthur Renich Dailey,
Dec. '97
Dr. Paul B. Eaheart '37,
Nov. '97
Dr. Virgilio Gavilondo,
Feb. '98
Dr. George J. Harris,
Dec. '97
Lois Jackson Holloman,
Nov. '97
Dr. Richard H . Paige,
Jan. '98
Isabel Roberts Pullen,
Nov. '97
Murline C. Sallis, Nov. '97
Lincoln Peter "Peaches"
Stevens, Dec. '97

Thanks for responding to this survey; your answers will help us improve our magazine. No
signature is needed unless you're dropping your subscription or changing your address.
1.

How well do you read each issue of the magazine? 0 completely O partially O not at all

2. I rank the quality of the magazine's editorial content, writing, photography and design as:
0 superior
O above average
O average
O below average
O inferior

3. I'm most interested in these subjects (check all that apply):
0 in-depth profiles
O research projects on campus
0 alumni achievements
O University programs/activities

0 club/alumni events
0 brief news items

4. After reading the magazine, does your understanding and appreciation of the University:
0 increase
O stay the same
O decrease
5. How many people read your copy of the magazine?

0 one

0 2-4

0 5 or more
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Friends
Amy G. Allenberg, Dec. '97
W. McNeill Ayres, Dec. '97
Dr. Leon L. Bolton, Dec. '97
Katherine M. Kaman,
Jan. '98
Albert F. Madison Jr.,
Feb. '98
Ben H . Mauney, Jan. '98
Harold L. Miller, Nov. '97
Helen Overton, Nov. '97
Russell Perel, Jan. '98
Kathleen J. Schultze,
Feb. '98

Check out the Alumni Web Site .
www.p~ople.memphis.edu/,..,alumni
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Benefactor...................................................................................................................... $200-$499
Patron. ............... ............................................................................................................. $500-$999
Director's Circle .................................... ............................................................................ $1,000-$4,999
President's Circle ......................... .... ................................................................................. $5,000+
Please mail this form and your check payable to THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS FOUNDATION, restricted to The Friends of the Libraries, to:
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARIES., The University of Memphis, Campus Box 526500 Memphis, TN 38152.

40

for

THE UN IVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

2-67400

~ The University of Memphis

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

The Univ.
phis Alum
expresses:
family ani
these indii

OPPORTUNITIES

NED R. McWHBRTER
Cary Lawn
Dreeden, Tenneaeee 38225

A

FOR

(Listed alpi
graduation

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

1920s-30
Maie Fife E
Nov. '97
Dr. Elizabe
Casale':
J. William
Dec. '97
John R. Mc
Nov. '97
Mabel H. f.
Jan. '98
Dr. Elbert •
Dec. '97
J. Barthell
Mary Tyus
Sept. '9'i
Mary Katherine
Fitzsimmons '39,
Nov. '97
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v1,

Dec. '97
J. Weldon Burrow '58,
Jan. '98

1940s-50s

1960s-70s

Jane Thorn Hicks '40,
Oct. '97
James P . Smith '40, Jan. '98
John J . Mason Jr. '41,
Dec. '97
Inez Merrill '41, Jan. '98
Nolan E. Tucker '41,
Mar. '97
Ruth Irby Cox '42, Nov. '97
Jean Jones Botts '43 ,
Nov. '97
Martha Porter Penny '43,
Jan. '98
Eloise M. Kimmelman '45,
June '97
Dr. Leon L. Bolton '48,
Dec. '97
J. Harold Ellis '49, '55,
Dec. '97
James B. Wiseman '50,
Feb. '98
Vera E. Fowinkle '51, '56,
Jan. '98
Robert H. Klinke '51,
Nov. '97

Priscilla Gavin '60, Feb. '98
Ann Sammons Black '62,
Sept. '97
Capt. Norman E. Bitner '63,
Nov. '97
Billy G. Stallings '63, '66,
Dec. '97
Patricia Hibner Adams '64,
'70, Nov. '97
Eugenia J . Colbert '64,
Jan. '98
Gladys Hall Fakes '64,
Feb. '98
John C. Mitchell '64,
Dec. '97
Thomas F. Smith Jr. '64,
Dec. '97
E. Eugene Barnes '65,
Nov. '96
Joseph K. Carr Jr. '66,
Dec. '97
Clarence E. Rose '66,
Feb. '98
Allen Edelstein '67, Jan . '98
Lt. Cmdr. Louis V. Roberts

Dec. '97
W. Larry Jennings '75,
Nov. '97
Arvin C. Mobley Jr. '76,
July '97
Pamela Thomas Moore '77,
Sept. '97
Thomas W. Jortner '78, '92,
Jan. '98
Janet Stratvert Roberts '78,
Feb. '98
Carolyn A. Bowen '79,
Jan. '98

1980s-90s
Stephen R. Hardy '80,
Nov. '97
Carolyn Stovall Godman
'82, Jan. '98
Ruth Henderson Hulon '82,
Jan. '98

December 16. 1997

Isabel Roberts Pullen,
Nov. '97
Murline C. Sallis, Nov. '97
Lincoln Peter "Peaches"
Stevens, Dec. '97

BEYOND

I was deep ly honored i n 1995 when T he Un iversi ty of
Memph i s gave my name to the new library on campus and my
prld• continues to grow as I learn more and more of the
di,tinction, this magnificent site of knowledge ach ieves.
The library Is a founta in of truth and knowledge. The
amaring technologies of today al !ow studen t s . faculty and

others to reach out to the universe of information as never
Imagined when I was in school . World - wide Instant
communication er.ates an env ironment of learning for our
students at The University of Memphi s that is equal to or
better than any university library around.
As well fitted as it Is and even with the priority of
available fund ,ng support , The University of Memphis L.ibrary
1, depend•nt on friends for that constant ly changing e><tra

margin of excellence.
Al l of us are indebted to Friends of the L.ibrar,as for
their continued help and support .

THE

'"°~ ·~· ' " ~
Governor. State of Tennessee
1987-1995

CLASSROOM

NRM :m p
P. S. Enclosed check for my donat ion.

Friends
Amy G. Allenberg, Dec. '97
W. McNeill Ayres, Dec. '97
Dr. Leon L. Bolton, Dec. '97
Katherine M. Kaman,
Jan. '98
Albert F . Madison Jr.,
Feb. '98
Ben H. Mauney, Jan. '98
Harold L. Miller, Nov. '97
Helen Overton, Nov. '97
Russell Perel, Jan. '98
Kathleen J. Schultze,
Feb. '98

Check out the Alumni Web Site .
www.p~ople.memphis.edu/,.,alumni

SUPPORT YOUR UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS NED R. MCWHERTER LIBRARY

FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS LIBRARIES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
STREET ADDRESS._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
CITY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _STATE. _ _ _ _ZIP_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ANNUAL DUES
Senior Citizen (over 65 ), student.staff.. ............. ............................................................ $10-$49
Contributor or (Faculty, (current & Emeriti), Alumni)..............................................
$50-$99
Sponsoring ...................................................................................................................... $100-$199
Benefactor ............................................................. .. ....................................................... $200-$499
Patron.... .............. ............................................................... .................................... .. ...... $500-$999
Director's Circle ................................................................................................................ $1,000-$4,999
President's Circle .............................................................................................................. $5,000+
Please mail this form and your check payable to THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS FOUNDATION, restricted to The Friends of the Libraries, to:
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARIES,, The University of Memphis, Campus Box 526500 Memphis, TN 38152.
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